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SOMEONE has said _ that 
suffering is too costly to be 
wasted. Any thoughtful per- 
son passing a hospital or 
nursing home must think 
rather sadly of how much 
unused suffering is heaped 
up inside these walls. Suf- 
fering is a gold mine or a 
rubbish heap, depending on 
how it is used. God does 
not send it without purpose. 
He has an eternal plan be- 
hind each minute of pain He 
permits to afflict us. If we 
use this pain profitably, of- 
fering it to Him, using it for 
His interests, it becomes so 
much garnered gold for eter- 
nity. If we resent it and 
waste it, it keeps us miser- 
able now, and also, it is to 
be feared, hereafter. 


If you have someone near 
and dear confined to bed or 
room by illness or chronic 
infirmity, we would like to 
suggest a New Year’s gift 
that might lead to a brighter 
and better 1958 for the dear 
invalid. This gift is our 
package of leaflets, book- 
marks and booklets for In- 
valids and Shut-Ins. These 
have been carefully selected 
with a view to giving con- 
solation, encouragement and 
inspiration. Short and to 
the point, they will not tire 
or fatigue the recipient, and 
their message of comfort 
and cheer will help pass the 
weary hours, days and weeks 
pleasantly and profitably. 


Priced at $2.00 postpaid. 


Wasted Wealth — or Garnered Gold 
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LEAFLETS 


Wasted Pain — M7 
Send Your Angel to Holy Mass — G5 
Prayer in Affliction to Infant of Prague — C9 
Letter from a Sufferer — M32c 
(Above are 2 for 1¢, 50¢ per 100) 
Way of the Cross for the Sick — M32a 
Value of a Good Intention — M49 
Happiness in Suffering — M32b 
Words of Comfort — M52 
Prayer of One Sick or Afflicted — M32 
(Above are 1¢ each, $1.00 per 100) 
Purposes of Suffering — M32d 
How to Pray the Rosary — V30c 
Great Thoughts on Eternity — M48 
(Above are 2 for 3¢, $1.50 per 100) 
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PICTURES (l¢ each; $1.00 per 100) 


“Come, Follow Me!" — C17 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus — H26 
Acts before Holy Communion — Eld 
Our Lady of Confidence V23a 

Saint Joseph, Pray for Us! — SI 


BOOKMARKS (2 for 1¢, 50¢ per 100) 


A Prayer—Let My Dark Hours 
Cardinal Newman's Prayer 
Trust in Divine Providence 

A Sufferer’s Prayer 





Serenity When I Ask Our Lord 
Perfect Trust Do Not Look Forward 
The Skein of Life Covenant with God 
Your Cross Day by Day 


God Holds the Key Gold for Heaven 
Consoling Thoughts Peace of Soul 


BOOKLETS (15¢, unless otherwise marked) 


The Goodness of Our Savior 

Words of Consolation for the Sick & Afflicted 
Conformity to the Will of God 

From Olivet to Calvary 

Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 

Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
Magnificence of the Love of God 

Pathways to Peace Mary's Seven Sorrows 
30 Novenas (10¢) Through Death to Life 





All of these leaflets, booklets, etc. will be included in our Consolation 
packet for shut-ins, for $2.00 postpaid. Prices are given as a guide for 
ordering single copies or bulk lots. Kindly use serial numbers when order- 


ing leaflets and pictures. 
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Star of the Faith, show us the way, 
In wisdom . undefiled, 
To seek Christ’s manger out and lay 
Our gifts before the Child=- 


To bring our hearts and offer them 


Unto our King in Bethlehem. 





A New Year 


NOTHER year has passed. Like all the others that have 
gone before, 1957 has bidden us good-bye, never to re- 
turn. Its going makes us stop and think how quickly 
time flies, how brief the span of human life really is. 

This is the strange peculiarity of time: that the swiftness of its 
passing and the shortness of its duration are felt in their fulness 
only when time is no more. And this is the strange peculiarity 
of eternity: that it grows in greatness and depth and duration 
the nearer we approach it, or the deeper we enter into it. And 
that eternity, vast and boundless as a shoreless ocean, and filled 
for us with either happiness or misery, rests and depends upon 
the few fleeting years that make up our life here on earth. 

Children may feel and think that a bygone year was slow 
in passing; but adults do not feel and think that way. The older 
one is, the shorter a vanished year seems. We judge time by 
comparison. The child compares a year with its past little life, 
and finds it long, because its whole conscious life is not much 
longer than that year. The old man of seventy or eighty com- 
pares a year with his past long life, and finds it short, because his 
past conscious life is so much longer than that year. God com- 
pares a year with the infinite period of His eternal life, and finds 
it a mere moment in comparison. That is the reason why Holy 
Scripture tells us that in God’s sight “A thousand years... are 
as yesterday, which is past” (Ps. 89:4). That is the reason, too, 
why we, when we shall have entered into eternity and live an 
immortal life, shall think of our life on earth as the merest trifle 
of duration. “Alas, alas!” we shall then sigh and say, “why did 
we not fill that trifle of time, as we might have filled it, with the 
ever-enduring treasures of eternity?” 

The new year is given to you to enrich and secure your 
future by a strenuous, steady life of virtue. Every moment 
lived for God is safe and secure in His keeping. A single year 
of time spent all for God and your immortal soul will fill thou- 
sands of centuries with inconceivable wealth for you in eternity. 
But if you squander that time, just so much of your eternity is 
squandered. Nineteen hundred and fifty-seven is gone. It will 
not return. In going, it carried a goodly part of your life away 
with it. It carried away the chances and opportunities that be- 
long to time. If you made use of them properly, the merit of 
them is in God’s hands, and awaits you at the entrance door of 
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eternity. If you squandered them, no regret can undo the re- 
sult of your folly. Your sins may be forgiven by repentance, but 
the empty days and weeks and months now gone, will forever 
remain empty. 

The new year finds quite a few faces that were here last 
year missing from our midst. Some of them were young, and had 
no intimation of their approaching death twelve months ago. 
Others will die before another year has ended. Who it will be, 
we cannot guess. Perhaps some young and blooming life that 
now looks forward to the full enjoyment of the best and sweetest 
that this world can give. So much, however, is certain: some of 
those who read these words, and who do not dream of it now, 
will leave this world in the coming year. And some will be left 
behind with a void and a vacancy in their hearts which nothing 
here on earth can ever refill. It is the work of time to heal the 
wounds of hearts that are bleeding; but it is also the work of 
time to break poor hearts that were once hopeful and happy. 
The laughter of today is often turned into tears tomorrow. 


Amid these ravages of time, amid these ills of life, we live. 
And there is no escape from them except by flying, for shelter 
and refuge, into the omnipotent arms of our compassionate Sav- 
ior. Time takes away; but He will give back. Time robs; but 
He will restore. Time ruins; but He will rebuild. Time causes 
youth and beauty to fade; but He is the conqueror of death, and 
has life and immortality to bestow. If you want that everlasting 
refuge and shelter and security, you must live for God, and no 
longer waste your time with frivolous vanities. 


At the exit of the old year, and on the threshold of the new, 
a little warning to the young, and a few consoling words to the 
old, are fitting. 

Dear young folks, with the allurements of the world before 
you, and with strong and deceitful passions in your hearts, a 
storm of temptation which is difficult to resist may arise at any 
moment in your heart. Visions of glory and pleasure conjured 
up by the enemy of your salvation will intoxicate your senses and 
pervert your judgment. You can only keep calm and sober, and 
sensible and sinless, if you keep faith and truth and conviction 
firmly fortified in both your mind and heart. Look at the short- 
ness of life, look at the nearness of death and the length of eter- 
nity. Listen for a moment to the noise of sinful or frivolous 
amusement and then try to notice and to realize that it is already 
dying away in the distance. And when that noise is stilled and 
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there comes the silence of the grave, or rather the mystery of 
eternity, you will not need to look back with infinite sorrow 
upon the beautiful and precious privilege it is to be young and to 
have your youth and strength and beauty to give to your God. 
You, dear young folks, have them still to give; many others have 
not. Could you know with what anguish of mind and distress of 
heart older people sometimes pine away for having squandered 
precious years of their life, you would firmly resolve that this 
shall never happen to you. 

And you who have already grown old, whom time has 
robbed of every sweetness of life, be consoled if you have given 
your younger years to the Lord. The bloom and blossom are 
gone, the beauty and freshness have vanished, but the God to 
whom you gave them takes care to preserve them for you, and 
some day soon He will give them back to you—give them back 
transfigured and glorified beyond anything you can conceive or 
imagine. Remember always, God takes away only to give back 
the gifts which we gave Him, increased in value beyond every 
good and all wealth of earth. 

Finally, a word to you who must look back with remorse 
and a fearful heart on a wasted life. Remember the advice of 
St. Paul on the twentieth Sunday after Pentecost: “Redeem the 
time!” How can you do this? Make earnest and unremitting 
efforts to supply for your negligences by offering to the Eternal 
Father the merits of the most holy Life, Passion and Death of 
your Redeemer. The surest and most efficacious means of doing 
so is to assist frequently at Holy Mass and offer the Divine 
Victim on the altar in atonement for past sins, in expiation for 
wasted graces, and to supply for the good you have failed to do. 
Receive Holy Communion and beg of Jesus to repair the losses 
of your unfruitful, sinful life. Keep ever on your lips and in your 
heart some ejaculatory prayer expressing this intention. This 
might be worded thus: “O Eternal Father, through the Immacu- 
late Heart of Mary, I offer You all the merits of the most holy 
Life, Passion and Death of Jesus Christ in expiation for my sins, 
to purify the good I have done badly, to make amends for the 
good I have failed to do, to thank You for the graces I have re- 
ceived, to beg of You a holy death and a happy eternity.” Then 
leave all to the goodness of God with the confidence of Saint 
Therese of the Child Jesus, who said in her Act of Oblation to 
Merciful Love: “In Thy sight, O God, time is nothing; one day 
is as a thousand years. Thou canst in an instant prepare me to 
appear before Thee.” 
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Where True Joys Are Found 


ANUARY, 1958! The freshness and freedom of a new be- 
ginning is found in the thought of the New Year. The old 
year with its joys and sorrows, successes and failures, has 
passed into eternity, and the bright dawn of 1958 breaks 

forth triumphantly, challenging us to higher ideals, renewed fi- 
delity and a greater love for God. As we look back over the year 
just ended, it is not hard to see how fleeting are the things of 
this world. Father Time has continued his steady pace, despite 
the numberless activities that seemed so all-important, the heart- 
aches that only time itself could heal and the problems that each 
new day presented. What remains that can really be called 
“profit”? Material gains, scientific progress, all will end on the 
eternal day, when the new year of eternity dawns. Then, in the 
clear light of God, we shall find the answer: The one thing neces- 
sary, the one thing to be valued above all else is the human soul 
and its relations with God. In the words of Our Lord, we can 
well ask, “What doth it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and suffer the loss of his soul?” (Mark 8:36.) 

Our material-minded world looks to temporal gains, new 
inventions, greater speed and more pleasure. The soul, which 
is to live eternally, is entirely ignored or neglected by so many, 
while the Creator of this vast and unfathomable universe rests 
alone and forgotten in countless tabernacles. In His hands He 
holds the treasures of grace, longing to shower them upon human 
hearts, if they will but come to Him. With Him, hungering 
souls will find refreshment; sin-stained souls, forgiveness; tempted 
souls, the grace of victory and the strength to resist the spirit 
of evil. In loving converse with Jesus, in the silence of His 
Eucharistic Presence, troubled souls will experience His Divine 
peace and His gentle embrace, imparting to them a new courage 
and confidence. Souls will be healed of all their infirmities by 
this compassionate Physician, who will bestow on them the 
soothing balm of His Divine consolation. In the dim glow of the 
Sanctuary light, the help that people everywhere need, the peace 
they so deeply crave, the light and joy and love for which they 
were created, await them. There, lonely hearts find a faithful 
Friend to relieve their heartaches and share with them the deep 
joys which Divine Friendship holds. In the continual hurry of 
everyday life, how precious are these moments when, alone with 
God, the soul enjoys the sweet solitude of prayer! 
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In His loving kindness, our Creator has bestowed rich gifts 
upon His creatures, great powers of intellect which in our day 
are evidenced in marvelous new inventions and scientific achieve- 
ments. This advancement and development of the God-given 
powers of man is good, and God wills it; but in the possession of 
the gifts, we must not forget the Giver, and in experiencing these 
powers, man must not become a god unto himself. The world 
today is seeking, seeking what only God can give it—Himself. 
The restlessness of human hearts, the frustration of empty pleas- 
ure, the desire for happiness, all find fulfilment in God alone. 
That is why souls who look to God, who turn aside even for a 
brief time from the turmoil of everyday life to kneel in silent 
prayer, come to realize the mysterious “sufficiency” which is 
found in God. From Him they learn the sanctifying effects of 
suffering, and imbibe the spirit of generous sacrifice. At His 
feet they come to know that in Him alone the heart finds the 
rest, the peace and the love to fill its great capacity. 


What better resolution, then, could be made for this new 
year, than that of a daily visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment? Often, perhaps, this daily visit to the Blessed Sacrament 
will entail sacrifice, but if it becomes a habit, in time nothing 
will be able to keep you from these moments with God. And 
how will you spend this time before the tabernacle? Think of 
Our Lord as He is presented to us in the Gospels. To His friends 
He was faithful and devoted; to sinners He was merciful and 
forgiving; to the Apostles, He was a counsellor and friend. 
Though we must find Him in the Blessed Sacrament with the 
eyes of faith, He is the same loving and lovable Lord, and we 
should approach Him with the same loving confidence which He 
received while He was on earth. Tell Him of your love for Him. 
Thank Him for the gift of Faith, the gift of His Abiding Pres- 
ence on our altars; thank Him for His glory which is not dimin- 
ished despite the unfaithfulness of men. Thank Him for the 
countless gifts He has bestowed upon you and yours. Ask His 
forgiveness for your sins and make acts of atonement for the 
sins of others. Above all, draw near to Him with great faith, 
for it is faith that Jesus cannot resist. Ask Him for His graces, 
tell Him your needs and confide to Him your joys and sorrows. 
For some, such as mothers with young children or the sick and 
infirm, a daily visit to the church will not be possible. They can 
instead make a “spiritual visit” each day, setting aside a time 
to enter into loving converse with the God of Love who dwells 
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in every soul that is in the state of grace. Tell Him of your de- 
sire to visit Him in the Blessed Sacrament, and you will find a 
greater strength to fulfill His holy will. 

May 1958, then, be for each and every one a grace-laden 
year, a year of spiritual profit spent close to the tabernacle. 
May it be a Eucharistic year, a year in which the King of Love 
will extend His reign in countless hearts! 


The Glory and the Power of the 
Name of JESUS 


HE Name of JESUS, bestowed on our Infant Savior eight 

days after His birth, means Savior, Redeemer, Mediator. 

It reminds us of all that the Son of God did here on earth 

to redeem us and to make us blessed and happy for all 

eternity. It recalls to us His entire earthly life, from His birth 

till His death: His many wearisome journeys in search of souls, 

the miracles He worked, the sick He cured and the dead He 

raised to life; the sinners He forgave and converted, the bitter 

death He died on Calvary, and the sacraments He left to His 

Church. For these, and many more reasons, the Name of JESUS 
is for us the dearest and most glorious of all names. 


JESUS is the name of honor which belongs to the Son of 
God. It is the reward of victory which He received from His 
Heavenly Father; the song of praise which will rise to Him for- 
ever from grateful hearts. The Name of JESUS was placed over 
the head of the crucified Savior on Golgotha as a mark of de- 
rision, but It now illuminates heaven and earth with Its glory. 
The angels and saints in heaven pronounce this august Name 
with indescribable reverence and rapture. The faithful on earth 
praise and revere It with intensest gratitude. The suffering souls 
in purgatory sigh with ardent longing to be united with the glo- 
rious choirs of heaven, to sing Its praises for all eternity. 

Who amongst us, then, would dare to utter this most holy 
Name with indifference or disrespect? Shall we not rather try 
to emulate the heavenly spirits in the reverence and love which 
they offer to It, as to Its Divine Bearer, and invoke It with most 
complete confidence? 

Our Savior Himself assures us of the wonderful power of 
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His Divine Name. He says of those who believe in Him: “In My 
Name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak in new tongues; 
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, 
it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands upon the sick and 
they shall get well” (Mark 16:17,18). He promises that every 
prayer offered in His Name shall be heard: “Amen, amen, I say 
to you, if you ask the Father anything in My Name, He will give 
it to you. Hitherto you have not asked anything in My Name. 
Ask, and you shall receive, that your joy may be full” (John 
16:23,24). 

Holy Scripture and the traditions of the Church bear wit- 
ness to the innumerable times Our Lord has kept this promise, 
and how powerful and full of blessing is His Holy Name. En- 
dowed with the power of the Name of JESUS, the Apostles went 
forth to convert the world; and not only did they themselves 
work numberless miracles, but those who believed in their words 
also performed miracles in this Name. Before the Name of 
JESUS, evil spirits fled in terror. Through this victorious 
Name, the teachings of the Gospel were disseminated over the 
face of the earth. In this Name the Church carries on her Divine 
mission day after day and year after year till the end of time. 
In It she teaches, prays, blesses and consecrates. 

We, too—each and every one of us—can experience the 
wonderful power and effects of this consoling Name. If we call 
upon the Name of JESUS with devotion, we will most certainly 
obtain all things necessary for our salvation. This most blessed 
Name will give us counsel in difficulties, courage in dangers, for- 
titude and strength in temptations, perseverance in good, con- 
solation and joy in trouble and suffering. 

The more devoutly and reverently we call upon the Name 
of Jesus, the more will Our Lord show a tender and compassion- 
ate love toward us. “My Jesus,” exclaimed St. Augustine, “as 
soon as I begin to utter Thy Name, I perceive an unearthly 
sweetness in my mouth and an amazing change of heart.” “The 
Name of Jesus,” says St. Bernard, “is as honey in the mouth, 
sweet melody to the ears and jubilee to the heart.” 

But if the Name of JESUS is sweet and consoling amid the 
pains and sufferings of this changeable world, it is sweetest of 
all at the hour of death. With the Name of JESUS on their 
lips, the saints of God joyfully breathed forth their souls. 
JESUS! was their last prayer, their last sigh. “Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my soul!” St. Stephen prayed, as he was being stoned to 
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death. “Jesus, my Love!” sighed the holy martyr Ignatius of 
Antioch, as he was led to the arena to be torn by wild beasts. 
When ordered to deny the Name of Jesus, he replied quietly 
and firmly: “I will never cease to utter His Name. And if you 
could prevent me from pronouncing It with my mouth, you 
could not efface It from my heart.” 

May the ever-blessed Name of JESUS be for us, too, our 
consolation and hope in life and in death, and in heaven our 
eternal joy and blessedness! 


We Have Seen His Star... 


HE Epiphany is a day of special importance, for on that 

= occasion the new-born Savior of the world proclaimed 

the universality of His plan for the redemption of man- 

kind. His birth had taken place quietly within the nar- 

row confines of the humble stable in Bethlehem, and was audibly 

announced only to a few simple shepherds tending their flocks 

on the near-by hills. But the mighty firmament on high her- 

alded that birth by the appearance of a new star, visible to the 

world in general, but understood only by three Wise Men in the 
little known lands to the east. 

The coming of the Wise Men to adore the new-born King 
marked the fulfilment of the promise made by the angel on the 
first Christmas night: “I bring you tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all the people...” (Luke 2:10). They were the first 
members of the Gentile world to recognize and adore the Savior. 
The advent of the Kings from the Orient proves how truly uni- 
versal was to be the Redemption for which the world had waited 
four thousand long years. No longer were there to be a few 
chosen people to whom salvation was offered. The “good tid- 
ings” of the Gospel were to be heralded to all men of all times, 
in all lands. Transcending the bounds of nationality and race, 
reaching out even to the least and most forsaken member of the 
human family, the Redemption was to be as extensive as the 
very love of God Himself. 

Universality is one of the marks of the Church founded by 
Christ, and has been such from the beginning. It is one of the 
proofs of the Divine origin of the Church; one of the character- 
istics which makes the true Church stand out from and tower 
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majestically above all the others. But the mandate of the Savior 
to His Apostles, “Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature” (Mark 16:15) has been only partially 
achieved. There are still millions and millions of souls groping in 
the darkness of paganism and unbelief—not only in so-called 
pagan lands, but even here in our very midst. And the latter 
indeed are the more to be pitied, because in their intellectual 
pride and arrogance many deem themselves progressive and 
“enlightened” far beyond the “foolish rantings” of the Catholic 
Church. 

But we, in God’s infinite goodness, have been called to the 
true Faith, to follow in Christ’s footsteps along the path that 
leads to eternal life. Through no effort on our part (unless con- 
verted in later life) we are Catholics, enjoying and benefiting by 
the holy teachings which Christ entrusted to His Apostles and 
their successors, and partaking of His very life through the Sac- 
raments and other channels of grace which He left to His Church. 

Sad, indeed, is the condition of the world which knows not 
God, and which seeks with a shrug of the shoulder and a wave of 
the hand to relegate Him to the realm of fiction, along with His 
doctrines and His laws, proclaiming that “the Christian God is 
nothing but superstition, an illusion, a myth and literally non- 
sense.” 

Man-made “moons” spin around our earth, and the world 
is aghast at man’s brilliant achievements, woefully forgetful or 
ignorant of the God of infinite power and wisdom who created 
from nothing the vast universe with its unnumbered billions of 
stars and suns and planets, which have continued without the 
slightest deviation in their swift courses for ages upon ages, obe- 
dient to the laws fixed for them by their Creator, who holds them 
in the palm of His hand and upon whose Providence every crea- 
ture depends at every moment for its continued existence. 

Yes, poor in the worst sense of the word are they who have 
not seen the Savior’s star, or who have turned away from Him. 
Happy, thrice happy, on the other hand, are we who walk in the 
clear light of the star of Bethlehem and bask in the radiance of 
the saving Faith which it proclaims 
to us. The Babe who was born in 
Bethlehem has brought us life and 
light, truth and salvation, for He is 
truly “the Light of the world.” II- 
lumined by His light, even the 
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smallest child in our parochial schools knows more of man’s 
origin and future destiny than the greatest philosophers of mod- 
ern times whose outlook is directed only to material things. 
Let us then on the feast of the Epiphany, thank God for the 
great gift of our Catholic Faith. Let us rejoice and be grate- 
ful that we stand on firm ground; that our creed is founded on 
an immovable rock—the rock which is Christ—while all around 
us is the shifting sand of changing opinions, questions, doubts, 
uncertainties. But while we give thanks to God for this un- 
speakable gift, let us be mindful that Christ’s commandment 
“Go and teach all nations” applies also to us. Though God 
has not blessed us with a vocation to be missionaries, to carry 
out this mandate literally, each one of us can do much to help 
to bring others to the knowledge of the Church and its teachings. 
The wheel of the world’s history turns very rapidly, and what is 
neglected or omitted today may never be remedied. If we are 
filled with zeal for the salvation of others, and are anxious that 
they too receive the blessings and consolations of our holy Faith, 
we will strive to help them by our prayers and sacrifices, by our 
personal efforts and by our good example. And we will join 
wholeheartedly in the observance of the Chair of Unity Octave 
during the week of January 18th to 25th (see page 279). 


SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES for saving souls are given 
to those who are called to the priesthood and the religious life. 
Such opportunities are rich and plentiful in the life of a Bene- 
dictine Eucharistic Adorer, with its harmonious balance of work 
and prayer. Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 30) who 
feel inspired to accept the challenge of a life devoted to this 
apostolate are invited to write for information to: — 

Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


If Jesus Is Lost! 


N THE first Sunday after the Epiphany, the Holy Gospel 
relates the story of the loss of Jesus in the Temple by 
Mary and Joseph. This touching scene has in it a power- 
ful lesson for all, for to lose Jesus is to lose God, and to 
lose God forever is to lose one’s soul. 
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Is it not true that even though you may lose everything in 
the world, but save your soul, everything is saved? And if you 
gained everything in the world, but lost your soul, everything is 
lost? The loss of riches, the loss of honor, the loss of life—all 
these are nothing in comparison to the loss of your soul, for in 


that loss, every other loss is contained. It is a loss which no 
eternity can repair—a loss without resort, a loss without hope. 
A lost soul cannot be repurchased. There is no ransom for it. 


There is in your heart, as in the heart of every human being, 
an insatiable longing for happiness. That longing was born with 
you. It will never leave you; it will never die. Happiness is the 
aim of all your efforts, the end to which all your energies are 
bent. On the other hand, all your hatred and aversion are but a 
turning away from what threatens to rob you of happiness. You 
may make a mistake and be misled by your senses, your passions, 
and your prejudices as to where your happiness lies, but even 
when you seek happiness where it cannot be found—in sin—you 
are in quest of it, but in the wrong place. 


Furthermore, in wishing to be happy, you wish to be happy 
forever. That is to say, you wish for a happiness that will never 
end, that will never escape your grasp. You pine for immortal- 
ity, and all the more passionately as age creeps upon you and 


death draws near. That is why parents find joy in seeing them- . 


selves live again in their children, and why each generation 
wants to leave a remembrance of itself in the world. 


The happiness you are in quest of must also be able to fill 
up the entire vast capacity of your heart. It must leave nothing 
more to be wished for when possessed. It must satisfy to the full 
every faculty of your soul. It must be such that your heart 
finds in it complete and everlasting rest. But such happiness 
this poor world in which we live cannot furnish. You have had 
this experience a hundred times over. After tasting of the de- 
lights and pleasures of this life, both lawful and forbidden ones, 
your heart has told you loudly and emphatically that that was 
not the happiness for which it was made. 

Again, your heart wants a happiness which cannot be taken 
away by any power whatsoever, a happiness that is secure against 
every loss and misfortune, a happiness which neither envy nor 
malice can reach, a happiness which neither accident nor calam- 
ity can destroy. In other words, you want happiness that is 
absolutely secure. The slightest fear of losing it would rob it 
of its sweetness and its value. You want to be happy always, 
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and evidently you were made to be so by your Creator. But 
you know that such a happiness cannot be found in this world. 

What conclusion is to be drawn from these undeniable facts? 
It is this: your true and real happiness is to be found only in the 
next world, in eternity. This is what our holy religion teaches. 
And that happiness, which is to be found only in eternity, is ob- 
tained and possessed only through virtuous living here on earth. 

The proud and skeptical minds that have denied or doubted 
this, atheists who have tried to convince themselves of it, have 
thought and spoken against their better judgment. Even Vol- 
taire, the implacable enemy of God and religion, cried desper- 
ately in his hour of death for a priest to whom to confess his sins, 
because he knew and felt and believed that he was about to 
appear before an all-knowing and almighty Judge. Was he 
sincere in his hour of death when he wanted the solace of re- 
ligion? Or was he sincere in life when he laughed at it as super- 
stition? The answer is evident and easy to give. 

To take away the hope of a happy hereafter is to degrade 
man below the level of beasts. They at least have no false hope 
to torture them, as we do if our hope for happiness in heaven is 
false. They have no fictitious yearning to disappoint them when 
they die, as we do if heaven is a fiction. But take away from 
man this hope, and life is an intolerable burden. He despairs, 
and will probably end in suicide. To take away this hope is to 
insult God with the implied charge of creating man for some- 
thing that does not exist. It is to accuse Him of having de- 
ceived us by creating a great lie. 

Scientists tell us that nature makes no mistake. This means 
that God, in creating nature, made no mistake. We therefore 
conclude, without fear of erring, that our craving for absolute 
happiness is a sure sign and a sure proof that such happiness 
exists and is attainable. 

Having listened to the voice of your own nature, to the 
voice of your own reason, to the voice of your own heart, telling 
you that there is and must be a happiness for you other and 
greater and better than that which this world can give, listen to 
what holy religion has to say about it. It tells you that there is 
such a happiness, and that is consists in the full possession of 
God in eternity. There you shall find Him to be that sovereign 
good for which your poor heart has been thirsting all your life. 
There you shall see Him face to face. There your love will attain 
its upmost reach in the full consciousness that you have now 
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found your All, that the hunger of your heart is now forever 
stilled and its thirst forever slaked. 

But that great good which constitutes your happiness in 
eternity, and which is none other than God Himself, can be lost 
as long as you are living here on earth. It can be regained dur- 
ing your lifetime, but if it is not retrieved before the hour or 
moment of death—then ALL is lost! your Savior, your soul, 
your God, your eternal happiness, the whole purpose of your life! 

Can you conceive what this means? It means that as a 
conscious and thinking and reflecting being, you will be forever 
most miserable and wretched. Existing forever, you will be un- 
happy forever. Yearning with all the might and strength of 
your being for happiness, you will know that all hope is gone 
forever. At the same time, every distraction and diversion will 
be taken away from you, and your mind will be alive and atten- 
tive to but one thing—your eternal misery. To lose your eter- 
nal happiness, in losing God, will be to undergo torture forever 
and ever, to rage and despair, the victim of your own evil choice. 

That is what it means to lose your Jesus, and in your Jesus, 
your God, and with your God your soul, and with your soul your 
all. In this life it is impossible to comprehend the greatness of 
that calamity, and still less to feel its crushing weight. Other 
losses are nothing, other misfortunes are a pleasure compared 
with the loss of your God, your Savior, and your soul. Heed 
the warning given now, and make sure that this loss is never 
yours! Keep close to Jesus day by day, and ask Him often, in 
the words of the prayer in the Mass just before Holy Commun- 
ion: “Never permit me to be separated from Thee!” 


Burn Two Candles 


to thank God for the graces of 1957, and 
to ask His blessing on 1958. 


r™ 


A large wax candle will be burned for your 

aoe intention before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, 
( in any of our Sanctuaries, a day and a night for 
an offering of 50¢; one week for $3.50; and one 


month for $12.00. 


A vigil light may be burned to honor Saints whose relics are 
enshrined in our Relic Chapel for an offering of 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Families United in Christ 


T IS only too evident that our so-called modern progress and 
| its materialistic philosophy has brought about the disin- 
tegration of real family life. A direct attack on the family 
would have brought violent protests from all sides, so the 
forces of evil employed a different approach. They removed 
God from hearts and minds, and with the same blow struck at 
the basis of family life; for without God there can be no true 
family life. Without God, instead of unity, harmony, loyalty 
and love, there is disunion, discord, argument, and selfishness. 
Without God, the family grows sick, dies and disintegrates. 
Countless cures have been ventured. Social and economic 
remedies without number have been suggested and tried. But 
in the spirit of the times and in true secular fashion, the cures 
have ignored the Great Healer, Christ Himself. 


272 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 











If the family is to be brought back to its Divinely ordained 
unity and harmony, it must be brought back to Christ. It must, 
through every one of its members, become aware that its only 
true unity is unity in Christ. It must be made to realize that 
it can function true to its basic vocation of leading souls to God 
only when there courses through each of its members the living 
grace of Christ. 

It is with this fundamental principle in mind that the 
FAMILY COMMUNION CRUSADE has, for seven years, en- 
couraged families to receive Holy Communion together. If all 
the members of a family kneel together at the altar rail to re- 
ceive the Christ of unity, harmony, and love, they will drink 
deeply of the true Christian family spirit. 

The Feast of the Holy Family, on the second Sunday in 
January (January 12 this year) has been designated as 
FAMILY DAY all over the world, and families are urged to 
receive Holy Communion in a group on that day, and to con- 
tinue this practice once a month throughout the year. United 
by the bonds of sanctifying grace through sacramental union in 
Jesus Christ, the members of the family will be united by ties 
far stronger and deeper than those of flesh and blood. With the 
Holy Family as their model and their haven of refuge, and the 
Body and Blood of Christ as their spiritual nourishment and 
strength, they will pass safely through the storms of life and will 
frustrate the efforts of the godless, so determined in our days to 
undermine the foundations of Christian society and to substitute 
a paganism and a licentiousness that would put to shame the 
paganism of ancient Rome. 


New Family Prayer 


Composed by Pope Pius XII, evidencing his solicitude for 
the spiritual well-being of family life. It carries an indulgence 
of 100 days for each recitation. 


ORD GOD of goodness and mercy, who in this world of 
evil and sin hast offered to redeemed society a most pure 
mirror of devotion, justice and love: the Holy Family of Naza- 
reth, see how today the family is surrounded by dangers and 
how all things conspire to profane it, stripping its faith, religion 
and customs. 
Assist, O Lord, the work of Thy hands. In our homes 
guard domestic virtues, sole guarantee of harmony and peace. 
Come, and stir up the defenders of the family. Stir up apostles 
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of these new times, who in Thy name, bearing the message of 
Jesus Christ and holiness of life, may recall husband and wife 
to fidelity and to the exercise of their parental authority; chil- 
dren to obedience; young women to modesty, and the minds and 
hearts of all to esteem and to love the home blessed by Thee. 

Restored in Jesus Christ by the example of the Divine mod- 
el of Nazareth, the Christian family will once again find its true 
qualities; once again every hearth will be a sanctuary; and at 
every fireside the flame of faith will rise up, a faith that bears 
adversity in patience and prosperity in moderation, composing 
all things to order and peace. 

Beneath Thy paternal gaze, O Lord, entrusted to Thy 
Providence and protected by the loving patronage of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, the family will be a haven of peace and virtue, a 
school of wisdom, a place of rest from the struggles of life, and 
a testimony to the promises of Christ. It will give glory to Thee, 
Father, and to Thy Son, Jesus, in the sight of the world, until 
it is joined with all its members in singing Thy praises in eternal 
ages. Amen. 


Companionship with Christ 


On the feast of Christ the King, a group of one hundred twenty- 
five lay-adorers at our Sanctuary of St. Pius X in San Diego, Califor- 
nia, received fidelity awards for having kept their monthly hour of 
adoration faithfully over periods of one and three years. The Most 
Rev. Richard H. Ackerman, Auxiliary Bishop, bestowed the medals 
and afterwards gave the inspiring talk given here in substance. 


IRST of all, I wish to compliment and congratulate those 
who have received the distinction here in the Sanctuary 

this evening. It is a simple medal of little intrinsic material 
worth. But it is a symbol, a symbol blessed by the Church, 
Christ’s Church, to which He gave the same power which He 
shares with His Father who is in heaven; a blest symbol which 
represents an action, an action of unity with the God who dwells 
with us, Emmanuel, Christ-with-Us. It is a symbol which be- 
speaks to the one who wears it and to others who will recognize 
it, a certain companionship, a companionship that was shared 
by the twelve Apostles, by the disciples of Our Lord, by the 
friends who were not called disciples but who were admitted to 
the unity of heart, Martha, Mary Magdalen and Salome. I hope 
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you will recognize this symbol for what it is, not just another 
token, but as something that will remind you of the greatest 
blessing that can be given to man here below: companionship 
with Christ. 

I like to emphasize and recall to the faithful that we some- 
times forget the personality of Christ. We get so used to things 
that we fail to identify them; and especially is this true here in 
America where we have so many “phony” Christs presented to 
us on every side. Not so long ago I was talking to a gentleman 
who knows, whose business it is to know, and he told me that 
there are over seven hundred religions licensed here in Califor- 
nia, each of them presenting a different picture of Christ. These 
are presented by radio, television, newspapers, pamphlets, so 
that we cannot blame one too much if he or she forgets the real 
Christ, the Christ in our tabernacles—the real Christ who first 
of all and last of all is God, the Christ promised by the prophets. 


When man fell, God in His goodness promised the deliver- 
ance of humanity through the conception and birth of His be- 
loved Son. “In the beginning was the Word; and the Word was 
made flesh.” Christ is God. When the angel came to Mary, he 
said, “That which you shall conceive and which shall be born 
of you shall be God.” Christ born in Bethlehem is God in our 
midst. “Today is born to you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
And Our Lord who went down the years of His ministry pro- 
claiming His Divinity said, “He who sees Me sees the Father 
also.” “I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End.” 
When asked, “Art Thou the Christ, the Son of God?” He said, 
“Thou sayest it.” He who dwells in our tabernacles is the One 
who flung the whole creation into existence, true God, the God 
who made us, redeemed us, sanctified us, the Christ whom you 
have made your companion. This is the wisest choice that a 
human being could make this side of heaven. 

You know the old saying, “Show me whom you go with and 
I'll tell you who you are.” What can we say of those who keep 
company with Christ, the Sanctifier, the Divine Friend? There- 
fore I do well as a Bishop of the Church to compliment, to con- 
gratulate you; and to praise these good Sisters who have made 
possible for you here in San Diego, this opportunity to know 
Christ better and to share His love. 

Now, there are rewards for this companionship. Our Blessed 
Lord is good to His friends, just as a human friend is good to his 
friends. When we have a friend, we are anxious for occasions to 
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show marks of friendship, to show how much we love him or her. 
So it is with Christ. Christ’s Heart is a storehouse of riches that 
He is anxious to bestow on those who love Him. But let us not 
be confused and bewitched by this explanation. Christ has 
promised His rewards, but He has specified what they are. 
When we read the Scriptures and study the words of Our Lord, 
we come to the conclusion that He never once promised any ma- 
terial gifts. He never said, “I will make you rich.” He never 
said, “I will decorate you, make you honored among men, place 
you upon the throne.” It is just the opposite. ‘The foxes have 
holes and the birds of the air nests, but the Son of Man has not 
a place to lay His head.” ‘He who comes after Me must take up 
his cross,” must be willing to endure the crosses, the opprobrium 
that was heaped upon Him. 


Christ promised only graces, spiritual comforts. It was al- 
ways a spiritual consolation that Our Lord promised to those 
who come after Him; and we know how correctly, abundantly 
and abidingly He fulfilled this promise. We have so many evi- 
dences in the lives of the saints of how He lifted up the weary 
and gave consolation to the wounded. I tell you these things so 
that you may not get into the way of believing that when you 
make an hour of adoration or come before the tabernacle, all the 
material worries are going to be lifted from your souls. We have 
some Catholics like that. They pray and make some little sacri- 
fices, but always with some material motive in mind. Our Lord 
expects us to ask of Him everything that we need; but His first 
desire is to lift our hearts, our minds and our souls to God; to 
lift our eyes from earth, which is material, to heaven, which is 
our eternal goal; and to the eternal companionship of our Blessed 
Lord and the saints. 


I want to remind you that Christ is your Companion, and 
that in that companionship you will find spiritual refreshment. 
These are the rewards that will be given to you because you have 
chosen to walk with Him. It is hard to make teen-agers realize 
this; their minds are easily dazzled. But once one gets to a cer- 
tain age, one comes to realize how empty are the things that are 
the fruit of the earth, and of how much more value are things 
that pertain to eternity. And in this conviction I hope that all 
of you will go out to make just one more intimate friend for Our 
Blessed Lord. Oh, if all could realize how much it means to 
possess Christ! Not the “phony” Christ, the ridiculous Christ, 
but the real, actual Christ who gave His first human sound in 
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the cave of Bethlehem; the Christ who stretched out His arms 
on the cross because He loved men so much; the Christ who 
dwells within our tabernacles, who is offered for us every morning 
on the altars. If you can go out and make just one more friend 
for Christ so that others may see, and the world may be a better 
place to live in, this is the blessing I wish you tonight: a zeal to 
have others know Christ as we know and love Him, a zeal to 
spend your every energy to make known to the world—I don’t 
mean the world of the United States or Canada or Africa, but 
your own little world—make Christ better known and loved, so 
that He may refresh the weary, give courage to the burdened, 
and make all understand that only in Him can they find their 
refreshment and their peace. 











Enrich Your Life 


The poet Wordsworth said that the best portion of a good 
man’s life is “his little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness 
and love.” 


If you make it a practice during this coming year to put 
into effect this inspiring prayer of St. Francis of Assisi, you will 
enrich your own life as well as those of countless others: 


Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is doubt, faith. 

Where there is despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, light. 

And where there is sadness, joy. 


O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console. 


To be understood, as to understand. 
To be loved, as to love. 


For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardon- 
ing that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that 
we are born to eternal life. 
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The Bread of the Strong 


N incident in the life of St. John de Brebeuf, one of our 
North American Martyrs, is worth remembering. 

St. John de Brebeuf was a missionary to the Huron Indians 
in Canada, but was captured by the Iroquois of New York. Be- 
fore killing him, the tribe put him through a series of horrible 
cruelties. The holy missionary did not try to escape from a 
single torture. His courage astounded the Indians, and after 
the saint’s death they cut out his heart and sliced it into small 
pieces, which were given to the warriors to eat. They felt that 
the source of strength and perseverance in the “Blackrobe” was 
in his heart, and they wanted to be made of the same heroic 
material. 

It was really the love of Christ and His grace that made St. 
John de Brebeuf courageous under his trials. Our Blessed Lord 
left us a special means of obtaining that grace for every need of 
our soul in Holy Communion. 


When Jesus comes to our soul in Holy Communion, He 
brings to it every grace, and especially the grace of holy persever- 
ance. This is the principal effect of this Sacrament, to nourish 
the soul that receives It with the food of life, to give it great 
strength to advance toward perfection, and to resist those ene- 
mies who desire its death. Hence Jesus calls Himself in this 
Sacrament “Heavenly Bread”: “I am the Living Bread which 
came down from heaven; if any man eat of this Bread, he shall 
live forever.” Even as earthly bread sustains the life of the 
body, so this Heavenly Bread sustains the life of thé soul, by 
making it persevere in the grace of God. 


Therefore the Council of Trent teaches that Holy Commun- 
ion is that remedy which delivers us from daily faults and pre- 
serves us from mortal sin. Pope Innocent III writes that Jesus 
Christ by His Passion delivers us from sins we have committed, 
and by the Holy Eucharist, from sins which we might commit. 
St. Bonaventure says that sinners must not keep away from 
Communion because they have been sinners; on the contrary, 
for this very reason they ought to receive It more frequently; 
because “‘the more infirm a person feels himself, the more he is 
in want of a physician.” 


Never miss Holy Communion. With Its reception made so 
easy by the changes regarding the fast and opportunities of 
Masses at late hours, you should kneel at the Communion Table 
daily and Christ will give you a share in His courage, in His 
patience, zeal, purity, humility, meekness and charity. 
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Golden Jubilee of Chair of Unity Octave 


UBILEES are usually important milestones in the lives of 
men and of movements. This is true, certainly, in regard 
to the Chair of Unity Octave which reaches the age of fifty 
years in January this year. It was begun in 1908 in very 

simple form by “Father” Paul James Francis, at Graymoor, New 
York, while he was yet an Anglican Franciscan Friar. In Oc- 
tober, 1909, less than two years afterwards, the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement made corporate submission to the Holy 
See. Father Paul always called this conversion “the first-fruits 
of the Church Unity Octave.” In June, 1910, he had the happi- 
ness of being ordained a Catholic priest, when he became, in 
truth, Father Paul. In the providence of God the Octave has 
spread to nearly every part of the Catholic world as a means of 
winning souls to the unity of the Church. 


Yes, the Chair of Unity Octave has gained triumphant vic- 
tories for our Holy Mother Church these past fifty years, armed 
with the greatest weapon of our Catholic faith—the weapon of 
prayer. Its spirit was exhaled by Our Lord Himself the night 
on which He gave to mankind the great Sacrament of Unity, the 
Holy Eucharist. His great priestly prayer for unity which cli- 
maxed the Last Discourse to His Apostles on Holy Thursday 
night gave utterance to the one ardent longing of His holy Soul, 
“that they may be one, even as Thou, Father, in Me and I in 
Thee; that they also may be one in Us. ...that they may be 
perfected in unity” (John 17:21,23). 

The spirit that permeated these last treasured words to 
“His own” has become the spirit of the Octave: the spirit of 
love, peace and unity—one Body, one Faith, one God and Fa- 
ther of us all, one Fold and one Shepherd. Those of us who 
have received the inestimable treasure of the Catholic Faith 
must, in this spirit of love which has been given us through the 
grace of our Divine Head, reach out with apostolic zeal to those 
who still sit in darkness, hate and discord, and by our prayers 
and sacrifices carry the Light of Christ, the Light of Faith to 
their longing souls. The human soul was created for God, for 
goodness and love, and until God is found and fills the void, the 
soul will know only restlessness, emptiness and frustration. 

In His Encyclical on the Mystical Body of Christ, our Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, has echoed the sentiments of Christ as 
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he manifests the ardent longing of his own paternal heart for 
this blessing of unity in the following words: 


“Oh, how earnestly We desire that the immense charity of 
these common prayers embrace those also who, not yet perceiv- 
ing the light of the Gospel’s truth, are still without the Church’s 
safe fold, or for the regrettable conflict of faith and unity are 
separated from Us, who, though unworthy, bear the person of 
Jesus Christ on earth. Let us then re-echo that Divine prayer 
of our Savior to the heavenly Father: “That they all may be 
one, as Thou, Father, in Me and I in Thee, that they also may 
be one in Us; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent 
Me.’ 

“As you know, Venerable Brothers, from the very beginning 
of our Pontificate We have committed to the protection and 
guidance of heaven those who do not belong to the visible or- 
ganization of the Catholic Church, solemnly declaring that after 
the example of the Good Shepherd We desire nothing more ar- 
dently than that they may have life and have it more abun- 
dantly. Calling on the prayers of the whole Church, We wish to 
repeat this solemn declaration in this Encyclical Letter in which 
We have re-told the praises of the ‘great and glorious Body of 
Christ.’ From a heart overflowing with love We ask each and 
every one of them to be quick and ready to follow the interior 
movements of grace, and to look to withdrawing from that state 
in which they cannot be sure of their salvation. For even though 
unsuspectingly they are related to the Mystical Body of the 
Redeemer in desire and resolution, they still remain deprived 
of so many precious gifts and helps from heaven, which one can 
only enjoy in the Catholic Church. May they then enter into 
Catholic unity, and united with us in the organic oneness of the 
Body of Jesus Christ, may they hasten to the one Head in the 
society of glorious love. With perservering prayer to the Spirit 
of love and truth We wait for them with open arms to return, 
not to a stranger’s house, but to their own, their Father’s house.” 
(Mystici Corporis, par. 99, 100.) 


Further on in his message, our Holy Father presents to us 
the Precious Blood of our Redeemer as the price of these graces. 
As members of the Mystical Body we have the obligation to fill 
up those things that are wanting of the sufferings of Christ, in 
our flesh. Not by heroic deeds or great austerities, but in the 
ordinary “pin-pricks” of everyday life—the generous acceptance 
of discomforts or hardships, a kind word when tempted to anger, 
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a voluntary mortification in gratitude for the great gift of Faith, 
and above all, by the means which is ever at our disposal, 
PRAYER! In this way, we shall unite with our King in His 
crusade for souls. 

Not in the noise of external pomp and display will victory 
be won, but in the silent, hidden combat fought by those cham- 
pions who have followed the Crucified Christ, consumed with 
the greatest love ever known to men—a love that has paid the 
price of human life. The enemies of our holy Religion have their 
powerful weapons of attack, but the Christian soul alone pos- 
sesses the one great means of triumph, for, through prayer, it 
finds union with Divine Omnipotence who has promised to His 
Bride, the Church, “Behold, I am with you all days, even unto 
the consummation of the world” (Matt. 28:20). 

Pray, therefore, especially during this year’s Chair of Unity 
Octave (January 18-25) that all may be one, that the Light of 
God’s grace may find entrance into darkened souls, that the lost 
sheep may be lifted upon the sacred shoulders of the Good 
Shepherd and led to the true fold, that prodigal sons may return 
to their Father’s house, and that soon Christ’s prayer may find 
fulfilment, “that all may be one.” 





Mass Stipends 


MASS STIPENDS sent to us are forwarded promptly where they will 
be conscientiously persolved at an early date. The stipend for Low Masses 
is $2.00; for High Masses, $5.00; for Gregorian Masses the clergy of the diocese 
of Kansas City-St. Joseph may ask an offering of from $60.00 to $75.00 if the 
set is to be started immediately. Those who wish to have Gregorian Masses 
said at the Missions may send them to us for transmission for an offering of 
from $30.00—$45.00. 

All Mass Intentions received at our dependent priories are promptly for- 
warded to the Motherhouse at Clyde. Arrangements will be made at the par- 
ticular priory, as far as possible, for anyone wishing to have a High Mass of- 
fered there. 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





SONGS that combine sound Catholic doctrine with appealing 
melodies and good lyrical composition are always in demand. Here 
are four that are appropriate at all times: Beloved Sacred Heart of 
Jesus; Gentle Jesus; Jesus, Mary and Joseph; and Lord Forgive. 
(Words by a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration.) 18¢ per copy. 
Order from: — 

Mello-Music Publishing Co., 507 Broadway Ave., 
Winnipeg, Man. Canada 
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The Fire of Purgatory 


able belief. Therefore they are solicitous in offering suf- 

frages for the dead by means of the Holy Sacrifice, prayers, 

alms, indulgences, and other good works. But what 
bothers many people is this: Do the souls in purgatory really 
suffer in fire? 

Sacred Scripture frequently refers to the sufferings in the 
next world under the figure of fire. We need but read St. Mark 
9:42, St. Luke 16:24, or St. Matthew 25:41, to see what they 
say regarding the fire of hell. Having the whole dictionary at 
His command, Christ chose the word “fire” to describe hell; 
and St. Paul uses it in reference to purgatory. “Fire,” he says, 
“will assay the quality of everyone’s work; if his work abide... 
he will receive reward; if his work burn, he will lose his reward, 
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 
3:14,15). 

What the nature of this fire is, has not been determined. 
Theologians do not state that it is material fire such as we know 
it here on earth, and it seems probable that it is not, for the soul 
is a spiritual being. The Catholic Church indulges neither in 
fantastic exaggeration nor in foolish denial regarding the reality 
of this fire. Fire is what Holy Scripture calls it, and that says 
enough. 

The sufferings in purgatory are keen, mysterious sufferings; 
spiritual and sensible pain. Yet these sufferings are not compar- 
able to the fire of hell. The damned in hell live eternally 
in despair, without hope or love. The saved in purgatory 
live in hope, and suffer in love and joy, knowing that 
their time of purgation will end, and that as soon as they are 
free from the last penalty owed for their sins, they will enter into 
eternal happiness. They suffer grievously, but without rebellion, 
without shock, or dread, or shrinking. Their suffering is intense, 
but it is willingly accepted. It is suffering that purifies and 
consumes all dross of sin, a suffering that is desired, because it 
is the means ordained by Divine Justice to bring them to God, 
to whom they are drawn as steel is drawn by a magnet. 


( ATHOLICS see in the doctrine of purgatory a most reason- 


The souls in purgatory rejoice in their sufferings, because 
they realize that their one and only happiness consists in pos- 
sessing God, and this suffering prepares them for that eternal 
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beatitude. They know that they are not being punished by 
God, as are the rebellious souls in hell, but that they are making 
loving satisfaction which is due to God in absolute justice be- 
cause of the sins they committed during life. 

Purgatory is a revelation of the goodness of God, who gives 
souls a final chance there to make themselves ready for eternal 
glory. Purgatory is a revelation of the mercy of God, who does 
not confine the soul in this prison by way of vengeance, making 
it endure sufferings in retributive justice, but in infinite good- 
ness, making it possible for the soul to make just atonement for 
past sins and to be cleansed and purified and adorned so as to 
be fit to enter heaven. No, God is not punishing the souls in 
purgatory as a tyrant, but as a loving Father, and He permits 
them to be helped by others to make full atonement for sins, 
because they are living members of Christ’s Mystical Body and 
hence capable of sharing in the merits and suffrages of those 
on earth who will help them. 

Beautiful, indeed, is the doctrine of purgatory, and the souls 
suffering therein have a strong claim upon our charity. The 
Church entreats us to offer prayers, sacrifices and penances, and 
gives us the example in her unceasing remembrance of the holy 
souls in the Sacrifice of Mass. Helping the holy souls is the 
truest form of brotherhood. It is a beautiful manifestation of 
our belief that we are all one in Christ. 











Spiritual Vitamin for January 


An indulgence of 300 days may be gained each time the Holy Name is pronounced 
with reverence. A plenary indulgence at the hour of death, if the Most Holy Name 
has been frequently invoked during life, provided that, after confession and Communion, 
or at least an act of contrition, this Holy Name is invoked at least in one’s heart, if 
unable to do so with one’s lips, and death is accepted from the hand of God with 
resignation. (‘‘Raccolta,’’ 113.) 


Small attractive cards with the Holy Name of JESUS printed in red may 
be obtained from our convent at 4¢ each. Also MARY cards in blue, and 
JOSEPH cards in purple, at the same price. 
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A Saint and an Artist 


T. FRANCIS de Sales, the humble and much-loved Bishop 

of Geneva, had repeatedly refused to have his portrait 
painted, until finally some clever management on the part of 
several of his friends forced him to submit. 


A certain noble lady laid the matter before Father Favre, 
the saint’s confessor. After this interview the priest spoke to St. 
Francis and reproached 
him for being the cause 
of so many failings 
among the people who 
knew and loved him. 
There were endless ru- 
mors, jealousies and 
uncharitable remarks, 
he said. And the cause 
of it all was the Bish- 
op’s refusal to sit for 
his portrait, which 
they wanted for their 
homes and public 
buildings. The confes- 
sor, striving to hide the 
twinkle in his eye, 
strongly urged the 
Bishop to mend his 
ways. 





Saint Francis sub- 


A true portrait of St. Francis de Sales. His . ° ° 
feast is kept on January 29th. mitted with great sim- 


plicity: “Ah well, then, 
let them have the likeness of this mortal man, but let them also 
remember to pray that this likeness may grow ever closer to that 
of our Heavenly Father.” 


Delighted, the good people lost no time in choosing an artist 
of local fame who painted a fine likeness of the Bishop. Since 
everyone wanted one, he made numerous copies of the original. 
He also made several more studies or sketches of the Saint and 
then went to him, hoping against hope to persuade him to give 
him another sitting. 


“My dear Bishop,” he said, “I really must insist that you 
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allow me time for another sitting. You see, I am worried about 
a matter of conscience.” 

“Oh?” 

“Yes,” said the painter, “unfortunately, I shall be forced to 
tell my customers that these other paintings were made in ac- 
tual sittings—which is a lie. Besides, I see now that I have made 
you rather more handsome than you actually are.” 

“And I plainly see,”’ said the Bishop smiling, “that my artist 
is more subtle than simple. I must not be too stubborn, how- 
ever, so...” 

At the end of an extra long sitting the artist was delighted: 
“Your Excellency,” he said, “you have given me the opportunity 
of gaining a great deal of fame today.” 

“And you, my friend,” said the Bishop, “have given me the 
chance to gain a great deal of merit. I forgive you freely, but 
on one condition.” — “Which is?” 

“That you never again ask me to have my portrait painted!” 


Nation-Wide Contest for Youth 


S mentioned in our last issue, the National Center of the 

Enthronement in Washington D. C., in collaboration with 

the Cathechetical Guild in St. Paul, Minnesota, is sponsoring a 

nation-wide contest for Catholic youth, to commemorate the 

Golden Jubilee of the Enthronement. Its theme is: THE 

ENTHRONEMENT OF THE SACRED HEART. The con- 
test closes on March 1, 1958. 

The contest is in the field of the Arts and Crafts, and entries 
may be made in any of the following categories: Painting, de- 
signing, figure drawing, needle-craft, photography, model-craft, 
whittling, metal-craft or woodwork. 

The following are eligible for participation: 1: Students 
(both in parochial and public schools) between the ages of 13 
and 19. 2. Seminarians (both major and minor) without age 
limit. 

The contest is limited to GROUPS: schools, parish groups, 
youth clubs, etc. The best entry in each group, in any or all 
of the arts and crafts, will be judged locally, and the winners 
will be eligible for the national judging. This will take place 
during March, 1958. Winners will be announced in May, 1958. 
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Source Material 


To familiarize those who take part in the contest with the 
teachings of the Church regarding the Sacred Heart and with 
the Enthronement, it is recommended that they read: The En- 
cyclical of Pope Pius XII on the Sacred Heart, a special edition 
of which is being published for the contest by the Catechetical 
Guild; “Jesus, the King of Love,” by Father Mateo, SS.CC., 
Founder of the Enthronement; and “The Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart” by Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC., National Di- 
rector of the Enthronement. 


Wonderful Prizes 


Contrary to our expectations, we have not been able at the 
time of going to press to obtain definite information regarding 
the prizes to be offered. Therefore, we can only repeat what we 
said last month—that they are very worthwhile, and the winners 
will surely feel fully compensated for their efforts. Rumors are 
that they include such things as a pilgrimage to famous shrines 
in Europe, a pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Mexico, a chalice (for the seminarians) and other valuable 
rewards. 


Contest Kits and complete information may be obtained from: 


Contest Department 

Catechetical Guild Educational Society 
260 Summit Avenue 

St. Paul 2, Minnesota 





Your Last Chance to do something for God is your LAST WILL. 


Make your good works live on by remembering the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 


(Use this form for a gift of money.) 


I hereby give, and bequeath to the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
Clyde; Missouri, a corporation organized and existing under the iaws of the State of 
Missouri, the sum of .... dollars, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, and 
I direct that any tax thereon be paid as an administration expense out of my residuary 
estate... 

If the bequest concerns personal property, insert a description in place of the sum 
of money; if real estate, give a legal description, with its exact location, stipulating, as 
above, that any tax thereon be paid as an administration expense out of your residuary 
estate. 


286 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 























Little Lovers’ League 


the beginning of the New Year, let’s take account of the old 

year just past. One of the best ways to do this would be to 

count your blessings. So, suppose you do that. Write us a 
letter and tell us what you think was God’s greatest gift to you 
in 1957. You don’t need to write a long composition, just a few 
sentences in your own words, on “God’s best gift to me in 1957.” 
When you think back on the year, we know you will realize how 
many wonderful gifts you have received from God, and how 
much gratitude you owe Him. 

We will have three age groups in the contest: Those under 
nine—those from ten to twelve—those thirteen and over. We'd 
like to have all the entries in by the first of March, and each one 
should be marked with your name, address, age and the name of 
the school you attend. There will be a prize for the two best 
compositions in each group and the three next best will receive 
honorable mention. 


| T’S contest time again, dear Little Lovers, and since this is 


Grass and Brother Tobias 


IS nose as red as a cherry, Brother Tobias flung open the 
kitchen door, which banged shut behind him with a 
mighty crash. “All ye ice and snow bless the Lord,” he an- 
nounced cheerfully to old Brother Nathaniel, who merely glared 
at him from beneath his accumulation of shawls and sweaters 
and moved a little closer to the stove. ‘Never mind, Brother,” 
said the younger monk comfortingly, “it will soon be spring and 
the warm sun will make those old bones feel better.”” Being the 
monastery gardener, Brother Tobias was a weather expert and 
could be expected to know when the sun would shine or when 
it was wise to shut all the windows for fear of storms. 
Shedding his heavy coat, he picked up his arm-load of 
plants and started down the cellar steps. In a warm corner there 
he would care for them tenderly till it was time to take them 
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outside for planting. “I’m going to put a row of daffodils along 
the front walk,” he thought to himself, “and tulips on the circle 
path.” He could see them already—their yellow and scarlet cups 
dancing in the soft spring breezes, a blaze of color against the 
velvety green grass. Then he sighed—grass—yes indeed, acres 
of it, everywhere one looked—a sea of green waiting to be cut. 
You no sooner had it done once than it was time to start all 
over again. Pushing that lawn mower over the grass was a job 
Brother did not like too well. It reminded him of his boyhood 
days, when it had been his regular Saturday afternoon work. 
Now it was not only Saturday, but Monday, Tuesday and most 
of the rest of the days as well. There was no end to it. 


Suddenly he remembered his New Year resolution and 
stopped. For he had made up his mind not to complain about 
all the grass-cutting this year. He would offer it up instead and 
do it cheerfully for the love of God and to help poor sinners, 
“including me,” he added with a smile at the little statue of Our 
Lady which rested on the shelf. Father Abbot could not afford 
to hire men to help with the lawns; the monastery had had 
many extra expenses that year and labor was high. “And I 
won’t ask for Brother Jeremias to help me, either,” he thought 
with determination, “even on the hottest day in July. It’s too 
much for him with his stiff knee. I'll just do it myself. It’s 
mostly laziness, anyway”—Brother Tobias was honest even with 
himself—“I don’t mind how many hours I have to spend, 
digging and planting the bulbs. But mowing the grass is boring 
and so I try to get out of it.” 


That afternoon at Vespers, he renewed his resolution of 
doing the work uncomplainingly and asked Christ the Workman 
to help him keep his promise. “Remind me of the years You 
spent at Nazareth,” he begged Him, “and let me try to pay back 
a tiny bit of all You did for me.” It was snowing as they came 
from the Chapel, so with high spirits Brother Tobias set out to 
shovel the walks. A hand on his shoulder stopped him when 
he reached the door. He turned and saw with surprise Father 
Abbot standing there with a twinkle in his eye. “We had 
a visitor before Vespers, Brother,” said Father Abbot; “he 
brought you a present. He said he had been noticing our large 
grounds and thought we might find this useful. I told him we 
probably would. Just look in the garage before you start the 
walks.” Mystified, Brother Tobias headed obediently for the 
garage. Inside was a large new machine. It was painted green, 
had a driver’s seat and a powerful-looking motor. One look was 
enough, for in front of him he recognized a power-mower. “O 
all ye things that spring up in the earth bless the Lord,” said 
Brother Tobias reverently, “and that includes the grass!” 
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Booklet Helps 
toward Getting the 
New Year Off to a 
Hying “Heavenward”’ 
Start! 





What Is God? 


God is Creator. Providence. Love. These pages will start you thinking 
and loving. 


God with Us 

The Bible tells us that it is God’s delight to be with the children of men. 
His abiding Presence on our altars is one of His most precious gifts to us. 
Do you make the most of this gift? 
My Daily Visit 

Keep this handy for your short visit to church. It will help you to make 
those precious minutes profitable for time and eternity. 


Your Mass and YOU 
The Mass was instituted for You. You are the one who must bring its 
incalculable graces into your life. 


Novena of Holy Communions 

The most powerful novena of them all. With Christ in your Heart, can 
His Father say No? 
Devotion to the Precious Blood 

It is the Chalice of Christ’s Blood lifted to the Father in heaven every 
morning that prevents the just anger of God from overwhelming the world. 
Devotion to the precious, saving Blood of Jesus is most powerful. 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 

Learn what devotion to the Sacred Heart really means and the graces 
it imparts. 
Sacramentals 

This is an enlightening explanation of the best-known sacramentals, 
including the six principal Scapulars. 


The Mysteries of Mary 
Here are some thoughts on sixteen of Mary’s principal feasts, with 
favorite prayers and practices for each. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 

















The Way to Heaven 


Christ is the Way to heaven, and He has 
given to His Church the means of guiding 
us all there. Faith, Prayer, the Sacraments, 
are our stars on this heavenward path. 


Do You Know the Church? Sometimes those of us who 
think we know Her best are the ones who take the Church most 
for granted. Read this concise, interesting proof of the Divine 
origin of the Church, the Bible and Tradition, to learn to appreci- 
ate and love Her more, and to meet the queries and objections of 
your non-Catholic neighbor 


How To Find the True Church If someone asked you how 
to set about finding the true Church founded by Jesus Christ, 
would you be able to answer correctly? In these days of the lay 
apostolate, every Catholic should be able to explain the funda- 
mentals of his Faith. This booklet with its clear explanation of 
the four ways of knowing the true Chureh will be invaluable to 


you. 


Live Your Faith Faith is your most precious possession in 
these days of insecurity and uncertainty. Know it, then, love it 
and live it! (10¢) 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — Prayer is a kind of pass- 
port to heaven. ‘‘Lord, teach us to pray!’’ the Apostles begged, 
knowing that it would be their source of strength, peace and con- 
solation, as it was for Christ Himself. 


Rays of Catholic Truth — Two of the most beautiful rays of 
the sun of Catholic truth are Grace and its chief channel, the 
Mass. <A sound knowledge of these can mean a richer, deeper 
life both now and in eternity. 


Fount of Eternal Youth Have you ever really thought of 
what your Baptism means to you? Have you ever realized that 
it is your door to eternal life, that without it, you could not hope 
to enter heaven? Learn more of the vital necessity and mar- 
velous effects of this Sacrament from these interesting pages. 


Kach booklet 15¢, except as marked. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
































